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Term 3 HSIE: State and Federal Government 

Grade 5 

KLA HSIE 

Sub Strand History 

Central Idea 

It is important to have Government. What forms of leadership shape society? 

Key Questions 

 What is Government/what is leadership? 

 What are the qualities of a good leader?  

 How does Governments work?  

 What types of Governments are there?  

 Who are some significant leaders/conquerors? 

 Do we need Government? 

Vocabulary  

Democracy, federal, state, federal parliamentary parties. Liberal, Labor, Greens, National, Independents,  Chief Protector  reformatory, 
industrial school,  Ruler, leader, governor, dictator, boss, employer, King, Queen, Prime Minister, President 

Assessment 

Students are required to prepare a brochure and present information on the three levels of government (Federal, State, and Local).  
The brochure may be presented in the following format: 
Handmade brochure 
Publisher brochure 
Smore brochure  

Outcomes:  

HT3-3: identifies change and continuity and describes the causes and effects of change on Australian society 
HT3-4: describes and explains the struggles for rights and freedoms in Australia, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
HT3-5: applies a variety of skills of historical inquiry and communication 

Overview 

# Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7 Lesson 8 

Foc
us 

Pre-
Assessment 

What is 
government? 

What is 
leadership 
What makes 
a good ruler?  

 

Research 
task 

How does 
Australian 
Government 
work? 
 

Are all 
Governments 
the same?  

 

Stolen 
Generation 

How does 
the 

Australian 
government 

work? 

Lesson 1:  Pre-Unit assessment and class discussion  Evaluation Register 

Resources:  KWL Chart, Student books, post-it notes, Pre-unit 
Assessment 

  

Knowledge of Australian Government 
o Before the Unit begins, draw a KWL chart about 

Government on the board and students copy into their 
books. Ask students to write down in point form what 
they know about Government and leadership. Discuss 
answers. 

o Complete Pre-test about Australian Government 
o Ask students to list what they want learn. Discuss 

questions. Students can record their answers on the post-
it note and display it in word-wall 

o The ‘what I have learned’ will be completed throughout 
and at the end of the Unit. 

o Discuss as a class what Government is and form a class 
definition to write in student’s books. 

o Create title page for the unit 

Lesson 2:  What is Government? Evaluation Register 

Resources:  Student HSIE Books, PowerPoint presentation on the 
types of government, Wordle http://www.wordle.net/  

  

LI: We are learning to identify the different types of government. 
o Go through PowerPoint about the different types of 

governments  
o Pose the question what type of government is used in 

Australia (Democracy) 

http://www.wordle.net/
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o Use a Y chart to answer the question what is 
democracy (what is looks like, feels like and sound 
like)  

o Share an excerpt from a text where the character is 
not acting democratically e.g. the Queen of Hearts 
from Alice in Wonderland. 

o Create a class definition of ‘democracy’ using wordle –
display on class word-wall 

# Summative Assessments issued to students –Students are to work 
on a speech and a display/poster on a particular type of 
government. Students need to use persuasive language and 
supportive evidence to justify their choices. 

Lesson 3: What is a leader/ what makes a good ruler? Evaluation Register 

Resources:  The Adventure Alice in Wonderland (p116-119), 
qualities of a leader task card 

  

Qualities of a Leader: 
o Explain how Government is leadership. Discuss as a class 

the definition of leadership to write in student’s books (it 
involves co-operation, which is part of human existence).  

o Discuss different types of leaders: Ruler, leader, governor, 
dictator, boss, employer, King, Queen, Prime Minister, 
President. 

o Discuss our current leader, Mr Tony Abbott, the Prime 
Minister of Australia. 

o Teacher reads Alice in Wonderland (p.116-119). Identify 
the characteristics of the queen (arrogant, demanding, 
cruel, only what she needed was important). 

o Group task is to read the story and decide what the 
characteristics of a good ruler are. If bad characteristics 
are mentioned, note them down too. Students write 
characteristics up in their books. 

o Cut out the ‘qualities of a leader’ card sort and hand them 
out to students in pairs. 

o Students match the definitions/meanings with the 
‘qualities of a leader’ words. 

Lesson 4: Introduction to Publisher/Smore Evaluation Register 

Resources: Computers    

Session 1 
o Introduce students to Microsoft publisher   
o Have students complete the set publisher activity 

task. 
Session 2 

o Introduce students to Smore 
(https://www.smore.com/app/pages/new) 

o Students are to create own login using their school 
username and password 

o Have students complete the set Smore task 
https://www.smore.com/buuqn-our-government  

Lesson 5:  How does Australian Government work? Evaluation Register 

Resources: role play lesson instructions   

o Watch the video link ‘Making a law’ 
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos.html  

o Refer to role play lesson 
o Students will have an opportunity to role play the 

process of submitting a new rule/law. 

Lesson 6: How does the Government work?                                     Evaluation      Register 

Resources: Venn Diagram, students’ workbooks, post it notes   

Comparing responsibilities of the 3 tiers of Government    

https://www.smore.com/app/pages/new
https://www.smore.com/buuqn-our-government
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos.html
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o Watch 
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/snapshots-
three-levels-of-government.html  

o Go through the level of government PowerPoint 
o Divide the class into 3 groups and each group has the 

responsibility of researching one tier of government.   
o Provide resources which list the responsibilities of each of 

the 3 tiers of Government  
o Each group will write the responsibilities on coloured post 

it notes (different colours for each tier) and place in a 
circle drawn on the board.  

o At the end of an allocated time, all students come together 
to collate information and determine which 
responsibilities overlap. 

o Overlap all three and select any responsibilities that 
appear for all 3 tiers and transfer information to (Venn 
Diagram Worksheet 5) or draw up Venn Diagram into 
workbooks and copy information into books.  

Lesson 7: Australian Human Rights laws Evaluation Register 

Resources   

o Discuss with students what is meant by the ‘Human Rights’ 
o Create a class definition of this term 
o Students think pair and share in order to form a definition 

of human rights. Discuss three important qualities of 
human rights: inherent, inalienable and universal. 

o Go through the PowerPoint slide about human rights  
o least ONE of the following in the struggle for rights 

and freedoms: 
o the Stolen Generation 
o Following the investigation, discuss how Australian society 

has changed throughout the twentieth century. 

Lesson 8: How does the Australian government work?   

Resources: Prezi, student work book,  Our Party research task    

Political Parties 
o Go through the Lesson 8 PowerPoint and discuss with 

students the purpose of having a political party. 
o These parties exist to represent the shared views of the 

people who voted for them. The people who vote for a 
particular party are like-minded – they have the same 
concerns and beliefs. They hope to get enough votes to 
influence the government to agree with their beliefs, and 
make laws to enforce them. 

o Ask students to get into groups and create a political party. 
Students group themselves in each ‘party’ based on their 
shared views and concerns regarding that topic. They must 
list 3 good reasons why their party is the most important.  

o Each party elects a leader to present their 3 reasons/ideas 
to the class. 

o Each group will need to answer the following question 
- What’s your cause?  
- What’s a big issue for Australia that you care about? Our 
environment, public education, public transport, equal 
opportunities, cheaper food and groceries, the cost of 
computers, refugees ... etc.  

There is no library this week – Students are to complete ‘Our 
Party’ research task. 

 

  

http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/snapshots-three-levels-of-government.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/snapshots-three-levels-of-government.html
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