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Australia as a Nation 

Stage 3 

Term 3, 2015 

 

Central Idea 

Our nation’s identity, environment and heritage were influenced by significant events and people. 

 

 

Lines of Inquiry 
 

 Why and how did Australia become a nation? 

 How did Australian society change throughout the 20th century? 

 Who were the people who came to Australia and why did they come? 

 What contributions have significant individuals and groups made to the development of Australian society? 
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Outcomes 

History 
HT3.3 identifies change and continuity and describes the causes and effects of change on Australian society 
HT3.4 describes and explains the struggles for rights and freedoms in Australia, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples 
HT3.5 applies a variety of skills of historical inquiry and communication 
 
HSIE 
CUS3.3 Describes different cultural influences and their contribution to Australian identities. 
• examines some of the cultures, ideas and traditions that have influenced Australian culture and identity, including migration, trade, religion 
and belief systems 
• examines the contributions of Aboriginal people to Australian culture and identity  
• examines the contributions of women to Australian culture and identity  
• examines the contributions of some migrant groups to Australian culture and identity 
 

Creative Arts 
Visual Arts 
VAS3.1 Investigates subject matter in an attempt to represent likenesses of things in the world. 
• uses different artistic concepts (eg colour, tone, light, scale, abstract), and explores how symbols may be used in their interpretation of 
selected subject matter 

 • explores subject matter of personal and social interest from particular viewpoints including issues, activities and events in the 
community and global environment, places and spaces, people, objects and fantasies. 
VAS3.2 Makes artworks for different audiences, assembling materials in a variety of ways. 

 discusses the conditions and requirements of artworks that are made for particular purposes, sites or events and how those 
conditions and requirements can affect how they might go about their own artmaking. 

VAS1.3 Realises what artists do, who they are and what they make.  
• identifies particular qualities in artworks such as the way the subject matter is represented and the use of particular techniques 
and the effects these have in the artist’s work and on viewers.  
VAS1.4 Begins to interpret the meaning of artworks, acknowledging the roles of artist and audience.  
• recognises that artists may account for their work in different ways to an audience  
• recognises that artists explore the world in particular ways in how they approach their artmaking and in the artworks they make. 
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Drama 
DRAS3.1 Develops a range of in-depth and sustained roles.  
• takes on a range of roles challenging character stereotypes, depicting empathy, different and contrasting attitudes and status  
• negotiates and sustains roles and their relationships in shaping the action  

 
DRAS3.3 Devises, acts and rehearses drama for performance to an audience.  
• devises drama in collaboration with others using scripted material as resources for drama performances  
• organises space, props, costumes, artefacts, sound effects and movement sequences to help define role, place and situation to interpret and 
convey the meaning of the drama  
• devises, rehearses and acts in drama using voice and movement skills to convey meaning to an audience. 
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Unit Overview 

Week Line of Inquiry History Concepts History Skills 
1-2 Why and how did Australia become a 

nation? 
 

Cause and Effect 
Perspectives 
Significance 
 

Comprehension 
Analysis and use of sources 
Research 
Explanation and communication 

3-5 How did Australian society change 
throughout the 20th century? 
 

Continuity and Change 
Perspectives 

Comprehension 
Perspectives and interpretations 
Empathetic understanding 
Research 
Explanation and communication 

6-8 Who were the people who came to 
Australia and why did they come? 
 

Continuity and Change 
Cause and Effect 

Comprehension 
Perspectives and interpretations 
Empathetic understanding 
Research 
Explanation and communication 

9-10 What contributions have significant 
individuals and groups made to the 
development of Australian society? 

Empathetic Understanding 
Significance 

Perspectives and interpretations 
Empathetic understanding 
Research 
Explanation and communication 
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Week Learning Experiences Resources 
 

Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1-2 Why 
and how 

did 
Australia 
become a 
nation? 

 
Mind-map (digital) 

- What do I know about Australia becoming a nation? 
- What would I like to know about Australia becoming a nation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
View BTN Clip – Federation 
 
Complete chart to show life before and after federation. 
 
Analyse historical sources: 
• Documents ( ie speeches, letters, invitations)  
• Images (ie photographs, posters, political cartoons, artworks) 
 • Film clips, poems, songs, children's games. 
from before and after federation .Analyse historical source using handout. 
 
Research key events in the time leading up to Federation. Create a visual timeline that 
showcases these events.  
 
(HT3.5 can be assessed) 
 
 

 
Read My Place by Nadia Wheeatley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3962777.htm 
BTN Clip 
 

 
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resourc
es/htaa_year6_federation_t_chart.pdf (chart) 
 
 

http://www.nma.gov.au/engage-
learn/schools/classroom-
resources/units_of_work/federation 
(historical sources) 
 
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resourc
es/htaa_year6_federation_sample_classroom_ti
melines.pdf (timeline) 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3962777.htm
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resources/htaa_year6_federation_t_chart.pdf
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resources/htaa_year6_federation_t_chart.pdf
http://www.nma.gov.au/engage-learn/schools/classroom-resources/units_of_work/federation
http://www.nma.gov.au/engage-learn/schools/classroom-resources/units_of_work/federation
http://www.nma.gov.au/engage-learn/schools/classroom-resources/units_of_work/federation
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resources/htaa_year6_federation_sample_classroom_timelines.pdf
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resources/htaa_year6_federation_sample_classroom_timelines.pdf
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resources/htaa_year6_federation_sample_classroom_timelines.pdf
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Week Learning Experiences Resources 
3-5 How 

did 
Australian 

society 
change 

throughout 
the 20th 

Century? 

 Rights of Women  
Read the online timeline of the development of women’s rights in Australia. Create a 
diary entry for key dates in the women’s rights movement from the perspective of a 
woman explaining your thoughts on the significance of each event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Case Study – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
Read the timeline from the Australian Museum.  
Watch the Kevin Rudd Sorry Speech and read the transcript. Discuss. 
Listen to and discuss the lyrics of “Beds are Burning” and “From Little Things”. 
Discuss. 
With a partner, choose an aspect of Aboriginal/TSI history to explore in terms 
of Aboriginal / TSI peoples and Australian democracy and citizenship. 
Examples include -  
- Aboriginal/TSI people life prior to colonisation 
- Terra nullius 
- British colonisation of Australia -  
- Stolen Generation 
- Right to vote federally (1962) 
- 1967 Referendum 
- Mabo decision 
- Sorry Speech – Kevin Rudd 

Research the significant event and create an original artwork that depicts 
the event. Artworks will be displayed to create a visual timeline of key 
events in the fight for Aboriginal/TSI People’s rights. 

(HT3.3, HT3.4, HT3.5 can be assessed) 

 
http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/1998/2

/discrimination.html?idSubtheme=3374 
My Place – clip (gender discrimination) 

 
http://womenshistory.net.au/timeline/ 

timeline 
 
 
 
 
 

Little drummer boy [Episode 23 | 1788 : Waruwi] 
My Place – Arrival of First Fleet 

 
http://australianmuseum.net.au/indigenous-australia-

timeline-1901-to-1969 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKWfiFp24rA 
(K Rudd – Sorry Day Speech) 

 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x55iyk_the-getup-

mob-from-little-things-bi_music 
(Paul Kelly) 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5f5TK04Hl8 

(Midnight Oil) 
 

http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/2008/1
/the_apology.html?idSubtheme=3374 

My Place – Sorry Speech 
 

  

http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/1998/2/discrimination.html?idSubtheme=3374
http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/1998/2/discrimination.html?idSubtheme=3374
http://womenshistory.net.au/timeline/
http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/1878_-_before_time/1788/2/little_drummer_boy.html?idSubtheme=3374
http://australianmuseum.net.au/indigenous-australia-timeline-1901-to-1969
http://australianmuseum.net.au/indigenous-australia-timeline-1901-to-1969
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKWfiFp24rA
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x55iyk_the-getup-mob-from-little-things-bi_music
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x55iyk_the-getup-mob-from-little-things-bi_music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5f5TK04Hl8
http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/2008/1/the_apology.html?idSubtheme=3374
http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/2008/1/the_apology.html?idSubtheme=3374
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Week Learning Experiences Resources 
6-8 Who 
were the 
people who 
came to 
Australia 
and why 
did they 
come? 

 

In small groups, research one aspect below of Australia’s policy on migration through the years. 
As a class, produce one Googleslides presentation using Google classroom, where each group 
produces a few slides, to explain the migration policy through the years. Include society’s/media 
perspectives with evidence and statistics. 
 

1. Migration immediately following World War 2 
 

2. Populate or Perish 
 

3. Chifley Years 
 

4. Menzies Years 
 

5. White Australia Policy 
 

6. Migration today 
 

Invite a family that has a migration story to tell. Children could also find their own migrant family to 
interview. Children are to prepare questions to ask the visitor about their story, conduct an 
interview of the person and record responses. 
 
Explore a magazine article from Women’s Weekly that tells a person’s story. Discuss the features 
of the article. 
 
Children are to write a magazine article that details the migration story of the person interviewed. 
(CUS3.3 can be assessed)  

 
https://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-

sheets/04fifty.htm 
 

http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activiti
es/1988/1/first_day.html?idSubtheme=3374 

 
(My Story – Migration) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  

https://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets/04fifty.htm
https://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets/04fifty.htm
http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/1988/1/first_day.html?idSubtheme=3374
http://www.myplace.edu.au/teaching_activities/1988/1/first_day.html?idSubtheme=3374
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Week Learning Experiences Resources 
9-10 What 
contributions 
have 
significant 
individuals 
and groups 
made to the 
development 
of Australian 
society? 

 

In small groups, students will research a migrant to Australia who has made a 
contribution in the fields of one of the following: 

- Economy/business 
- Education 
- Science 
- Medicine 
- Art 
- Sport 

 
Students will research 

- Family history 
- reasons for migration 
- Life story 
- Contribution to Australia 
- Impact of contribution 

of the individual 
 
Students to watch as episode of “This is your Life”. 
 
In groups, students are to write, perform, record (digital cameras) and edit (i-movie) 
an episode of “This is Your Life” for their migrant that addresses the above criteria. 
 
(DRAS3.1 and DRAS3.3 can be assessed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.immi.gov.au/stories/pages/stories.aspx 
 

www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/ 
 

www.archives.qld.gov.au/Researchers/Exhibitions/immi
gration/Pages/default.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.immi.gov.au/stories/pages/stories.aspx
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/Researchers/Exhibitions/immigration/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/Researchers/Exhibitions/immigration/Pages/default.aspx
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Rich Task 

 
This term, Stage 3 will be learning how our nation’s identity, environment and heritage were influenced by significant events and people. 
 
Lines of Inquiry: 

 Why and how did Australia become a nation? 

 How did Australian society change throughout the 20th century? 

 Who were the people who came to Australia and why did they come? 

 What contributions have significant individuals and groups made to the development of Australian society? 

  
This term, our learning will culminate in a “Federation Day” at Showcase Assembly where students will present a: 

 discussion paper outlining the influence of individuals in the development of Australian democracy 

 class visual timeline/ mural outlining the experiences of Aboriginal / TSI people in the development of democracy 

 magazine article detailing the story of a migrant family explaining the reasons for migration to Australia 

 Television documentary – “This is your Life" that explains the contribution of a migrant to Australia. 
 

 


